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GEORGE HENRY MOORE 

By COLONEL MAURICE MOORE 

GEORGE HENRY MOORE was born in the year I8Io, 
a 

few months later than Mr. Gladstone. His family had 
been settled in Mayo for several generations, and were 

extensive landowners. His uncle, John Moore, who was born in 
Spain, where his family had taken refuge from the penal laws, 
joined the French under Humbert, when they landed at Killala in 
1798, and enjoyed for a very brief period the position of President 
of the Republic of Connaught. His father, on the other hand, 
belonged in early manhood to the Whig literary circle, of which 
Holland House was the centre, but was driven into Toryism, like 
Sir James Macintosh and most of his associates, by the excesses of 
the French Revolution. He spent his late life quietly in the library 
at Moore Hall, occupying himself with writing books on philosophy 
and history. 

His son, George Henry Moore, was a brilliant schoolboy, con- 
tributing good verses to the magazines when he was only sixteen 
years old; but at Cambridge he got into a fast set, and abandoned 
literature, and became absorbed in riding, racing, billiards, and all 
the amusements of life. Then he studied a little law in London, 
but he was extravagant, and a love affair which affected him deeply, 
but was disapproved by his parents, induced him to forget his grief 
in foreign adventure. 

Between I834 and 1837 he travelled through Russia, the 
Caucasus, Persia, Syria, Egypt and Greece, drawing ruins, sketching 
camels and Syrian girls, and writing memoirs as he went along. He 
was the first to explore, survey and sound the Dead Sea, which 
had hitherto, owing to a pestilential climate and marauding Arabs, 
baffled the efforts of other travellers. 

In 1837 he returned home, and devoted himself to hunting and 
racing, becoming the best steeplechase rider of his day. He had 
many bad falls and some serious injuries; in I841, on Anonymous, 
he won the New Melton Stakes at Cahir, eating the best horses of 
the day; but next year he was riding Lord Waterford's Milo in the 
same race, and the horse breasting a bank rolled over, crushing him 
terribly. He was carried to a neighbouring house, and the doctors, 
thinking he was dead, discussed his funeral and how his mother 
should be informed. I have heard him describe how he listened to 
the whole conversation, hearing each word with paintful distinctness, 
but yet unable to move or make a sign. Though he understood, 
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GEORGE HENRY MOORE 

he felt no horror at the situation; it did not seem to matter to him 
one way or the other, consciousness only remained; there was not 
enough vital energy to be afraid, even of being buried alive. 

Leading this dare-devil sort of life, it is not to be wondered 
that he was occasionally involved in serious quarrels and duelling 
adventures. On one occasion he had a quarrel about a horse with 
a certain Joe MacDonnell-big Joe or " Joe more "-he was called; 
this Joe "more " was noted not only as a big man, but also as the 
biggest punch-drinker of his time; he was what was called a twenty 
tumbler man. In those days, in Mayo, strange as it may seem to 
us, a man's popularity depended very much on the number of 
tumblers of punch he could drink at a sitting, therefore Joe "more" 
MacDonnel was a popular man in his way; but he was not a fighting 
man, so he sent to Co. Clare for an experienced duellist named The 
O'Gorman Mahon to get him out of the trouble. In endeavouring to 
do this, a number of letters passed, which as usual only made 
matters worse, so that O'Gorman Mahon himself received a challenge 
from Moore; while MacDonnel received another challenge from 
Augustus Moore, brother to George, and an even more reckless 
rider, who was afterwards killed at Liverpool. It will be understood 
from these incidents the sort of strong, active character George 
Henry Moore possessed, in violent contrast to that of his quiet, 
literary father. He turned more readily to the pistol than the pen 
in a quarrel. So it will be seen, when he entered politics, he was 
not content with mere oratory on public platforms or making fine 
speeches in the House of Commons; he devised always some active 
practical measures to attain his objects: literature and rhetoric were 
means, not an end. 

In the year 1846 the great famine settled down on Ireland, like 
a bird of prey, destroying the food of the people. It was a great 
occasion, calling at once on the energies and intelligence of men of 
worth, and Moore was not slow to respond. He sold his racehorses 
and hunters, became chairman of two relief committees, and gave 
all his time to the work of relieving distress. He had fortunately 
just won the Chester Cup with Coranna, and cleared oIo,ooo in 
stakes and bets; he used this money for the support of his tenants, 
bringing a cargo of meal from America and establishing relief works 
in his parish. 

This is a letter written to Moore at this period by an onlooker: 
" The Moran family have been entirely swept away by hunger. 

The head of the family, a fine, healthy young man a short time ago, 
was on the relief list, but having taken ill he was unable to answer 
his name at the work, which was five miles from his cabin. He was 
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THE IRISH REVIEW 

struck off the list by the relieving officer and left a whole week 
without food. He, with his wife and children, were found dead 
together. In the village of Bonogues, once a healthy townland with 
twenty-four houses, every head man died but two. On my way to 
Castlebar yesterday, I saw numbers of young people in the fields 
scraping up the earth in search of roots. Oh, my dear Mr. Moore, 
I know how tender-hearted you are, and how much affected by 
the ruin and destruction of the people. The poor-law is wholly 
inapplicable to this terrible disaster. I was in the Board Room at 
the Castlebar workhouse; there were about two thousand starving 
creatures crying out for food, some of whom had been there the day 
before, under rain and storm. The guardians had not a shilling to 
purchase meal." 

This was the turning point in his life; the mismanagement of 
the famine, and the circumstances which led up to it, proved to him 
the incompetence of the English Government to direct Irish affairs, 
and he devoted the rest of his life to its reform or overthrow. 

No sooner had he entered on politics than he perceived that the 
English party system swallowed up the patriotism of Irish members, 
who went to London merely to keep certain ministers in office and 
get places of emolument for themselves. So absorbed were they in 
these pursuits, that even the horrors of the famine did not stop this 
base traffic, and Moore's first attempt to break party ties proved a 
failure. The most representative assembly of Irishmen that has ever 
been gathered together since the Union-twenty peers, forty members 
of Parliament, and six hundred gentlemen of name and station, 
representing Tories and Nationalists, Catholics and Protestants- 
passed resolutions in the Rotunda, declaring that certain measures 
were absolutely necessary to save the people from starvation, and 
recommending the creation of an Irish party for Irish purposes. 

I quote the story of the sequel from my Life of George Henry 
Moore :* 

"When all these fervent propositions had been carried, Mr. 
Bernal Osborne was put up to ask the gentlemen there assembled 
what they intended to do in case the suggestions, every one of which 
they declared to be necessary to save the Irish people, were every 
one rejected by Her Majesty's Government. Were they prepared 
in such a contingency to support a party amendment to the address? 
Were they prepared to unite in a party opposition to that obnoxious 
Government? That was a puzzler. It puzzled the meeting. They 

*An Irish Gentleman: George Henry Moore. By Colonel Maurice George 
Moore, C.B. London: T. Werner Laurie. 16s. net. 
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GEORGE HENRY MOORE 

had come there to pass resolutions but not to resolve; they refused 
to entertain the only question that could make their resolutions at 
all effective. 

" Moore afterwards described the result of this failure: ' I saw 
at a glance that the confederacy had already broken down; that the 
policy I had laboured to establish was not then destined to see the 
light. I was not deceived. These united Irishmen went over to 
London and, at the first sounding of the trumpet of party, each dull 
old hack took the same dull old place in the same dull old ranks 
that he had occupied in every previous session. Not only that, but 
on the first trial the representatives of the famishing people of 
Ireland sold the people more glaringly, more indecently than they 
had ever sold them before; and I believe it was well known that 
parliamentary shares never rose to so high a premium, as the day 
the lives of the people were disposed of. I need scarcely tell you 
that Lord John Russell's measures of relief, when made known in 
Ireland, excited universal dissatisfaction. It is equally well known 
that Lord George Bentinck's scheme excited at all events a universal 
preference. The one was a plan to lend to Ireland four or five 
millions of money to be expended in a manner the most demoralising 
and degrading, and to be repaid with heavy interest by the property 
it deteriorated and the people that it ruined; the other to give 
sixteen millions to be expended in profitable employment, and to be 
repaid only in the improved condition to the Irish people. Well, 
Lord George Bentinck assembled together the Irish members, and 
explained to them, in all its details, the public advantages of his 
proposal. The Irish members agreed unanimously that the public 
advantages were indisputable. Lord John Russell then called them 
together in his turn, and told them, with his peculiar terseness and 
candour upon such occasions, that whatever might be the public 
advantages of Lord George Bentinck's proposal-if it were accepted 
he would go out. To Irish Liberal representatives the argument 
was unanswerable. Lord John did not go out-but the Irish people 
did. On whom does their blood lie?' " 

This was in I847, when O'Connell was dying; it was the first 
political act of George Henry Moore, and it was the last in which 
O'Connell was engaged. 

Never was a party more corrupt than the Repealers of 1847, 
and Moore entered Parliament to attempt a reform. His letters 
show that he kept this constantly in mind, but it was not till four 
years later, in 1851, that an opportunity arose of which he immediately 
availed himself. 

It was a petty act of persecution, called the Ecclesiastical 
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Titles Bill, introduced by Lord John Russell, and now long for- 
gotten; but the storm of furious bigotry which swept over England 
caused corresponding resentment in Ireland, and enabled him to 
collect a small party of twenty-five members, pledged not only to 
oppose the measure, but to break down the ministry that proposed 
it. The task seemed impossible; both Tories and Liberals joined 
in the demand for religious coercion, and they were hounded on by 
the unanimous voice of the English people. The first reading 
passed by 364 votes to 59, but the Brigadiers, indulging in no loud 
talk or public threats, kept their own council, and bided their time 
till the two parties were dividing on an English party measure, and 
then voting with the opposition defeated the ministry. 

In a few months three different ministries were defeated or 
turned out of office, till it became apparent that no Goverment could 
govern the Empire without the consent of the Irish Brigade. An 
Irish revolt against the Whigs had never been known before, and 
caused universal dismay. 

This is Moore's description: " We met together in London, in 
doubt, alarm and perplexity, but full of that determined will that 
never fails to find a way; and low and silently that resolve was 
considered, and shaped and matured, and accomplished, which at 
one bold blow scattered the ranks of our enemies and struck fire 
into the hearts of the Irish people. Now if anyone were to call me 
the Guy Fawkes of that conspiracy, I should be in no way ashamed. 
I certainly helped to roll the powder in, and when the explosion 
took place we flatter ourselves it did create a bit of a sensation. As 
for the ministers and their myrmidons, the Philistines of old could 
have been little less astounded when they saw the slave who had 
been grinding in their prison house, bowed down in ignominy and 
blindness, shaking the pillars of their Dagon to their foundations in 
the most triumphing hour of their exulting insolence." 

"A bill was introduced into Parliament at the absolute mandate 
of an overwhelming and overbearing majority out of doors; both 
parties in the legislature outstripping and outbidding each other in 
their zeal to carry it out, and both parties hallooed on by the whole 
Press of the country, metropolitan and provincial. The average 
majorities in the House against us were at least ten to one in every 
division; and I believe these majorities but too truly expressed the 
Protestant feeling of the country. To oppose all this, what was 
our effective force? Twenty-five men. With that quarter of a 
hundred, with that twentieth part of the House, we drove this 
exulting Minister ignominiously out of office; and not only that, 
but we scared every other candidate from taking his place. Lord 
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GEORGE HENRY MOORE 

Stanley told the Queen as his principal reason for refusing to take 
office, that he could not count upon those who put him in allowing 
him to remain. There we were for ten days sentries over Downing 
street, with 'lodgings to let' written up in the windows; there we 
were, strong only in the justice of our cause and in our own deter- 
mined purpose, master of the government of that country upon which 
the sun never sets, till in consideration of their mutual discomfiture 
the two parties agreed to postpone their mutual quarrels, and allow 
a provisional government to continue in office until the twenty-five 
Irishmen should decide as to which government they would eventu- 
ally support. Now, upon that subject we have not yet made up our 
minds; but I think I can inform you what government we will not 
support-the government of Lord John Russell. Upon that point 
we are quite unanimous-and when we do agree our unanimity is 
wonderful." 

Thus, out of this weak and foolish attempt-this petty act of 
tyranny-arose a situation and a policy which upset in a few months 
three successive ministries, and after sixty years of storm and stress 
has ended by altering, or, as many people think, wrecking the ancient 
constitution of these realms-the King, Lords and Commons-the 
boast of Englishmen for hundreds of years. 

Next year the Brigadiers coalesced with the Tenant right party, 
of which Gavan Duffy and Lucas were the principal leaders, and 
returned to Parliament in double strength and practically omnipotent; 
but the Government solved the difficulty by giving appointments to 
Keogh, Sadleir, Monsell and O'Flaherty. Others followed suit, and 
the party melted away in spite of the efforts of Moore, Duffy and 
Lucas; then, Duffy went to Australia, Lucas died, and Moore was 
left to fight the battle alone, till he lost his seat on petition. Unfor- 
tunately the electors were corrupt as the members they returned, and 
they sanctioned the betrayal. 

At this time the electors were very few in number, and Moore 
kept his confidence in the mass of the people; I think events show 
that he was correct in this view, and that there was sound patriotism 
among the people. He gave up the idea of Parliamentary action, 
and in 1861 drew up a scheme which would not depend on a corrupt 
electorate. 

It is necessary to recall the political situation of that time, 
because the suitability of political actions depend on times and 
circumstances. England and France were in a position of serious 
antagonism for various reasons, and the shelter given to the would-be 
assassins of Napoleon III. seemed to bring opposition to a dangerous 
head. 
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There was a general fear of invasion by French troops, and 
this led to the initiation of the English volunteering movement, 
which has continued to this day. Moore saw a chance of turning 
the opportunity to the advantage of Ireland. 

England, as he pointed out in a public letter written at this 
period, was more tolerant of Irish disaffection than that of India or 
the Ionian Isles. 

" The immunity exists in Ireland because the authorities believe 
that the people of Ireland are not in earnest, and that the breath of 
disaffection that sways their minds is of no more account than the 
prevailing west wind that turns the heads of all the trees in Ireland 
on one side. They believe that there are not five hundred men in 
Ireland who would sacrifice a good place, or a good chance of a 
good place, under the English Government for all the thorny chances 
of national independence, which still linger in their imagination, 
which rise occasionally to their lips, but which have no real root in 
their hearts or their understandings. That is what the authorities 
in this country believe. Let the Irish people ask their own hearts, 
read their own acts, interrogate passing events, and say how far 
these opinions are justified by reason and experience. 

" Freedom is not to be had for the asking. It is a fair lady 
that faint heart never won, and in the parallel sought to be instituted 
between Ireland and Italy the essential was omitted. Neither Lord 
John Russell nor Lord Palmerston had said that every people had 
a right to change their government by presenting a petition. They 
must not only utter their disaffection but prove it; they must not 
only wish for the right to choose their own government but win it. 

"And how is that right to be won? Lord J. Russell, Lord 
Palmerston and the organs of public opinion in England are quite 
clear upon the point. To acquire the right of choosing their own 
government they must do as the Italians have done. In the first 
place the Italians were thoroughly in earnest in the course they 
professed; in the second place their conduct was thoroughly con- 
sistent with their professions. The course they marked out for 
themselves they pursued with a fierce, enduring, indomitable perse- 
verance which has no parallel in the records of human resolution. 
The cause that they professed was the liberation of their country 
from foreign domination, and the course which they pursued was 
to conspire against the governments that held it, as they believed, 
in foreign subjection; a very simple and obvious mode of carrying 
out a very definite object. Their hostility to the governments 
against which they conspired was not evinced by begging places 
from them, and the acts of their conspiracy were not confined to 
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uttering sedition, which they knew would never be prosecuted, or 
presenting petitions which they knew would never be entertained. 
Sacrificing, without grudge or shrinking, all their hopes of prosperity 
in this world-and if certain newspaper theologians are to be credited, 
all their hopes of happiness in the world to come-sacrificing place, 
position, the comforts of a home, and often liberty and life itself in 
the cause to which they were devoted, they organised a vast and 
widespread conspiracy, which gradually expanded from day to day 
throughout the whole social system of the country, and which enlisted 
in its favour every day more and more of its numbers, its courage, 
and its intelligence. It is said that they bound themselves by secret 
oaths, which was not only very wrong, but very unnecessary; but if 
they did, at all events they kept their oaths, and did not betray each 
other to the government. Far be it from me to extenuate many of 
the acts of which they were guilty, but treachery to each other was 
not among their crimes; corrupt subserviency to the government was 
not among their vices. If they shed the blood of their enemies they 
did not sell the blood of their friends, and through privation, exile, 
imprisonment and death they remained true to each other, true to 
the cause in which they were confederated, and truly and persistently 
opposed to the men, the systems and the governments they plotted 
against, undermined and overthrew. 

" Whether right or wrong in their objects, they took the right 
course to achieve success, and they succeeded. After thirty years 
of conspiracy, suffering, social spasm, and political struggle, events 
came to their rescue, found them prepared to be rescued, and attained 
for them a success which their own unaided efforts could never have 
won. For they were not blind to the advantages of foreign assist- 
ance; they were not unmindful of the fact that England herself, in 
the assertions of her own religious opinions, did not scruple to avail 
herself of the assistance of a Dutchman, and they naturally argued 
that it must be equally constitutional for other struggling nations to 
look over seas for sympathy and succour. They prepared the way, 
therefore, for foreign intervention; they organised their own strength 
so as to make foreign intervention serve their purposes, and at last, 
after failures and reverses without number, after perseverance without 
example, they obtained the right of electing their own government 
by national suffrage, a right which Ikey won by the sword, and which 
we hope to obtain by petition. 

" There is an example for you, cries the voice of English 
opinion; and it is an example which all nations who deem them- 
selves oppressed should study and turn over in their minds with 
dispassionate and earnest consideration. It is not necessary that we 
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should do all the Italians did. Much we may reject as evil in itself, 
much as unsuitable to our own position; a part, perhaps, may be 
rendered necessary by events-a part we may perhaps never have an 
opportunity of putting into practice. But the people of Ireland 
have to choose between the two courses: either to submit themselves 
loyally to the Government under which they live as a friendly 
government, or, on the other hand, to combine among themselves to 
overthrow it as a hostile one. 

" But the present position of what is called 'the popular party' 
in Ireland is a scandal and a reproach before the nations of the 
world. That five millions of people, capable of sending into the 
field half a million of soldiers, should say they are oppressed, and 
yet not turn on the heel of the oppressor; should say that in their 
own land there is no honour for their faith, and no security for their 
hearths, and yet make no show of practical desire to assert the rights 
of their homes and altars, is a disgrace to their intelligence and their 
manhood, which, one way or another, they are bound to wipe away. 

" Let them create among themselves a new and practical organi- 
sation, bound by no secret oaths, pledged to no illegal purposes, 
but bent upon rendering themselves formidable to the Government 
against which they are confederated, and true to the purposes to 
which they are combined. Are there a thousand men in Ireland of 
intelligence and instruction willing to enter into such a confederation 
and resolved to work out equal right and justice for all Irishmen, 
without heed of the loss, without fear of the danger? I should like 
to know them. But no sane man will risk all that is dear in life, 
and face all that is terrible in death, with knaves, braggarts, and 
cowards, who neither know their own minds nor keep their own 
counsel. We talk of Lord John Russell's sanction, of Lord Palm- 
erston's approval of the acts of the Italians, as if we hardly dared 
to whisper to each other what we think of them ourselves; but I tell 
you, and through you I tell the people of Ireland, that if they act 
with similar spirit and resolution they will win the respect, yes, and 
the favour of the English people, as well as the Italians. I tell the 
people of Ireland that if they seek for national independence and 
separate rule, they must struggle for it as the Italians struggled, 
they must suffer for it as they suffered, and, if necessary, die for it 
as they died; and then out of that union, out of that struggle, 
suffering, and death, they have a right to hope for a national resur- 
rection. But if, on the other hand, we have no heart for a struggle, 
let us at least draw a decent cloak over our infirmities; let us not 
hawk about our wounds, as mendicants their sores for alms, or stand 
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in the highway of the nations reciting to deaf ears a beggar's 
petition." 

The following is Moore's Manifesto and Scheme for an Irish 
Volunteer movement: 

FIRST IDEAS FOR IRISH VOLUNTEERS, February, 1861 
"A few Irishmen, feeling an anxious interest in the national 

cause of the Irish people, have taken counsel together for the 
purpose of drawing your attention to some important matters, which 
they believe to affect the honour and safety of Ireland in the present 
aspect of Irish affairs. 

" It is manifest that the English Government is not without 
apprehensions, that its present peaceful relations with foreign powers 
are liable at any time to sudden interruption; it is no less evident 
that the people of England contemplate something more than a 
possibility of this Empire being subjected to foreign invasion. Vast 
fortifications are in course of construction by the Government to 
defend the English coasts, and large bodies of English citizens are 
being armed and marshalled to hold the English soil against all 
comers. Nothing can be more laudable than the precautions taken 
by the Government; nothing more admirable than the zeal and 
patriotism shown by the English people in their resolve to defend 
their own, and to hold their own in such an extremity. But it is 
impossible to bestow our admiration upon the patriotic preparations 
on the other side of the Channel, without a correspondings sense of 
humiliation at perceiving that, although the coasts of this country 
are left comparatively without defence, the rights and the honour 
of Ireland are not protected by the arms of her own citizens. If 
all these preparations are necessary in England, some of them at 
least must be expedient in Ireland. The strongest lines of defence 
may be devoted to that part of the citadel which is esteemed the 
most valuable, but it is upon the weakest bastion that the enemy 
opens its fire; and if, while the coasts of England are girdled with 
ramparts and patrolled by steel-clad navies, to defend the wealth 
of London and the dignity of the seat of Empire, the fortune of 
Ireland is left to be decided by the wager of battle, the people of 
Ireland should be prepared to show tha' even in such a chance they 
will hold their own fortune in their own hands, and that for the day 
that makes Ireland the field of war they will be prepared with a 
nation of soldiers. 

" It is needless to remind you that, for reasons stated by the 
Government, and which must be taken for what they are worth, the 
same armed organisation which has been thought worthy of admira- 
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tion in England is not sanctioned in this country; it would be equally 
superfluous to warn you that any effectual infraction of the law, in 
this instance, would be impracticable as well as unwise. But no 
government in a free country professing the faintest respect for 
constitutional principles, and in the face of the public opinions of 
Europe, could venture to interfere with the undoubted right of a 
free people to express their desire and readiness to bear arms for the 
defence of their country. Equally impossible would it be for any 
such government to prevent the formal register of such desire and 
readiness, in such legitimate form as the people may think proper. 

ORGANISATION 

"A central executive directory composed of a few responsible 
persons, whose names will be regarded as a guarantee for the honesty, 
prudence and manly earnestness of the cause recommended by them. 
It may be advisable that each of these should undertake the charge 
of some particular portion of the general duty, but that only as a 
matter of convenience, as the whole powers, as well as the whole 
responsibility, will appertain to the whole body. It appears of great 
necessity that this body should be so few as to prevent parties from 
springing up among them; unity of action in such an undertaking 
being of as much importance as even soundness of judgment. 

2 
"A national council composed of men who, whether from 

position, character, public service, ability or other contingent advan- 
tages, are likely to be able to influence, and influence in a right 
direction, either public opinion generally or masses of individuals in 
particular localities. These to be in constant communication with 
the directing body, to be consulted individually and generally, 
separately and together, as the emergency or circumstances may 
require, with a generous resolve in the minds of one party to give 
every consideration to the opinions of each, and all with whom they 
take counsel, and equally generous determination on the other side 
to give effect to the final instructions of the directory, for which its 
members will be responsible. 

" Local superintendents throughout the country, selected under 
the best advice that can be procured and the general opinion pre- 
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vailing in each district, in which the enrolment of volunteers may 
be set on foot. These districts to be county, barony, or parish 
sub-divisions, as the exigency or expediency of the case in each 
locality may require; the superintendents in each case honourably 
engaging (but without oaths or illegal pledges) to comply with the 
instructions they may receive from the directory, or resign their 
superintendence. 

4 
" The volunteers to be enrolled under a declaration to be read 

to them before their names are subscribed. The declaration to be 
as follows: 

"'I, A, B., declare my readiness to bear arms in defence of 
my country should events render such armed defence 
necessary for the liberties of the Irish people.' 

5 
" The directory to enter into communication with Irishmen in 

America, Australia, and other countries, requesting their advice and 
assistance in furthering the general objects of the organisation, but 
without holding themselves in any way responsible for the acts of 
any men out of Ireland, or regarding any such men as responsible 
to the Irish directing body for any proceedings they may think fit 
to adopt in other countries." 

To be continued 
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